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Student Handbook 

13918 Merdian Ave E 
Puyallup, WA 98374 

253-841-8733 

FAX 253-840-8948 

School Web Site:  http://fir.puyallup.k12.wa.us/pages/Firgrove_Elementary 

 

 
 

“Ensuring Achievement, Inspiring Hope” 

 

School Hours: 
Grades: PreSchool - 6        

Monday:  9:35-2:56 

Tuesday-Friday:  8:35-2:56 

Office Hours:  8:00 am - 4:00 p.m. 

 

 

2015-2016 
Principal: Kristen Schroeder 

Assistant Principal:  Sam Sharpe 

Office Manager: LouAnn Tamer 

Office Secretary:  Heather Wheeler 
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FIRGROVE STAFF ROSTER  

2015-2016 
KINDERGARTEN  Mrs. Jennifer Stier     Room 131  

    Mrs. Gretchen Saunders     Room 134 

    Mr. Matthew Vail      Room 130 

    Mrs. Lynnette Petersen     Room 127 

GRADE ONE   Mrs. Erica Shannon      Room 118 

    Mrs. Donna Hollenbeck     Room 117 

    Mrs. Wendy Owens     Room 115 

    Mrs. Erin James      Room 113 

GRADE TWO   Ms. Erin Maddux      Room 122 

    Mrs. Dawn Meyerhoff     Room 125 

    Mrs. Sara McCormick     Room 121 

    Mrs. Kaarin Vail      Room 138 

GRADE THREE   Ms. Anne Phillips      Room 107 

    Mrs. Sara Deaver      Room 109 

    Mrs. Amanda Maxwell     Room 111 

GRADE FOUR   Ms. Karen Gonderman     Portable 07 

    Mrs. Linnea Williams     Portable 06 

HOPE Club-Walter Stanford/Family Room   Portable 05 

GRADE FIVE   Mr. Brian Wells      Room 151 

Mrs. Elizabeth Medford     Room 150 

Mrs. Heather Carnine     Room 155 

GRADE SIX   Mrs. Lindsay Okopny     Portable 10 

Ms. Liz Bofa      Portable 11 

Ms. Michelle Dyer     Room 152 

PRESCHOOL   Ms. Robyn Martin     Room 103 

1/2/3 SUPPORT CENTER  Mrs. Katie Peskie      Room 101 

4/5/6 SUPPORT CENTER  Ms. Robin Hensiek     Room 114 

RESOURCE ROOM  Ms. Alyssa Cummings     Room 132 

LAP     Mrs. Martha Buckmaster-Smith    Room 128 

TITLE I    Mrs. Jessica Johnson     Room 120A 

TITLE I    Ms. Jennifer Kyllo     Room 120A 

MUSIC    Mr. Tom Mitchell      Room 123 

MUSIC 2   Mr. Todd Giltner      Portable 08 

LIBRARY   Mrs. Laurie Vitt      Library-129 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  Mrs. Stephanie Morton     Gym 

COUNSELOR   Mrs. Lori Teirney      Counselor- 110B 

OCC. THERAPY   Mrs.  Kerri Inglin      Portable 04 

SPEECH    TBD       Room 110A 

ELL/GLAD   Mrs. Cassandra Ladwig/ Mrs. Jennifer Torgerson  Portable 02/03 

NURSE    Mrs. Kim Gregor      Health Room 

EMERGING SCHOOL  Mrs. Mandy Kraft      Office 

PSYCHOLOGIST  Mr. Scott Poremba     Rm. 120B 

PRINCIPAL   Mrs. Kristen Schroeder     Office 

VICE PRINCIPAL  Mr. Sam Sharpe      Office 

OFFICE MANAGER   Mrs. LouAnn Tamer     Office 

OFFICE CLERK   Mrs. Heather Wheeler     Office 

KITCHEN MANAGER  Mrs. Paula Stewart     Kitchen 

COOK    Mrs.  Leanne Tenning/Judith McPherson   Kitchen 

CHIEF CUSTODIAN  Mrs. Jennifer Arispe             Custodial Office 

ASST. CUSTODIAN  Mr.  Mike Mitchell     Custodial Office 

CLASSIFIED STAFF: Silvia Awai, Ann Beckenhauer, Monica Besteman, Angie Chell, Marcy Cleland, Jill Cox, Shelly 

Ferguson, Mary Hinman, Teresa Johnson, Wendy Kopacz, Jane Pederson, Carie Sauders, Melanie Williamson, Diane 

Hickman 
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Daily Schedule for Students 

2015-2016 

 
8:10   Breakfast begins for drop off and walkers; Doors open for gym 

 

8:20   Bus arrival/Bus breakfast begins 

 

8:30   Students picked up from the gym or playground by teachers/First bell rings 

 

8:35   Student considered tardy/Must be done with breakfast 

 

9:40-10:10     5th   grade & Multiage specialist 

 

10:30-11:00   4th grade & Inter. Adjustment specialist 

 

11:30-12:00   6th grade specialist 

 

 Lunch in Classrooms  

11:00-11:30 K-2nd  Lunch  

11:30-12:00 K-2nd  Recess 

3rd-4th Lunch 

Wednesday’s Only – lunch in gym 

at grade level times. 

12:00-12:30 3rd-4th Recess 

5th/6th Lunch 

 

12:30-1:00 5th/6th Recess  

 

12:30-1:00   3rd grade specialist 

 

1:10-1:40    1st grade & Prim. Adjustment specialist 

 

1:40-2:10    Kindergarten specialist 

 

1:40-1:55   1st /3rd grade Afternoon recess 

 

2:10-2:25    K/1st grade Afternoon recess 

 

2:10-2:40    2nd grade specialist  

 

2:56            Dismissal 
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Communication 
Phone Numbers/Email:  It is extremely important that we have a current phone, cell phone, and/or 

email address on file in the office.  We will be using a messenger system this year to remind parents 

of upcoming events, early dismissals, and emergency closures due to snow power/water failure etc. 

It is vital that you keep your emergency contact card updated in the school office, so we can contact 

you in an emergency. Without the correct information in the office, it is nearly impossible to 

effectively communicate with your family.  Thank you for your help in meeting our 

communications goals. 

 

Changes in typical home routes 
We care a great deal for your child.  Because of the risk of missed messages, miscommunication, etc. 

the last half hour of the day, we ask that if you have any changes in your typical ‘going home’ 

procedure that you send a note in the morning to ensure that we will get your child home in the 

way that you desire.  Change requests after 2:15 can be unintentionally overlooked or 

miscommunicated, as teachers and students are busy with last minute instruction, homework, and 

ending the day procedures.  Please call before 2:15 for any last minute changes.  We want to keep 

your child safe!   

 

Attendance 
 

A student’s attendance is essential to learning- learning that includes not only factual subject 

matter, but also attendance habits, work habits, attitudes and ideals.  Poor attendance interrupts the 

process of education.  Students need to come to school every day and benefit from interaction, 

discussion, and teacher support available during class time.  Every absence, excused or not, 

interrupts the student’s understanding of the material and impacts their overall school success.   

Research indicates a direct relationship between school attendance and achievement.  Higher 

academic achievement generally occurs for students who regularly come to school, while excessive 

absences generally results in low achievement and failure.  Students who have good attendance 

records generally achieve higher grades and enjoy school more.   

 

It is a big deal to miss school!  Students cannot do their best when they are not at school.  When 

children come just a few minutes late or leave a few minutes early, they also lose precious 

instructional time.  Missing more than 5 days of school in a year dramatically interferes with the 

learning process.  Did you know that missing just one day a month results in 70 hours of lost 

learning? 
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It is important to develop good attendance habits.  Here are a few things parents and guardians can 

do to encourage attendance: talk about the importance of school and being somewhere on time, set 

a good example, get organized for school the night before, and enforce a reasonable bedtime.  If a 

student does not want to come to school, it is important to talk to the classroom teacher or school 

counselor.  The cooperation of the student, parent and school is essential to achieve regular 

attendance.    

 

In cases where attendance becomes a problem, actions to correct the problem may include parent 

contacts, conferences, and court action. Every attempt will be made, however, to create a positive 

resolution that leads to good attendance. 

 

WASHINGTON STATE LAW ON ATTENDANCE: 

 

A state law, called the Becca Bill, requires children from age 8 to 17 to attend a public school, 

private school, or a district-approved home school program.  Children who are 6 or 7 years old are 

not required to be enrolled in school.  However, if parents enroll their 6 or 7 year old, the student 

must attend full-time.  Youth who are 16 or older may be excused from attending public school if 

they meet certain requirements.  (RCW 28A.225.010) 

 

The truancy laws require that schools must notify parents after one unexcused absence. After two 

unexcused absences, schools are required to respond with a parent conference and individualized 

interventions for the student and his/her family.  A district may file a truancy petition with the 

courts after five unexcused absences in a month, but must file after seven unexcused absences in 

one month or 10 unexcused absences in a year. This requirement to file is sometimes referred to as 

the 7/10 rule.6 The district may also file a truancy petition against a parent or both the student and 

parent.7 In such cases, the parent is held responsible for the child’s attendance and sanctions may 

be levied on the parent. 

(RCW 28A.225.020) 

 

PROCEDURE TO REPORT AN ABSENCE 

 A parent/guardian is to call the school office to report a school absence on the day of the 

absence.   

 Voicemail on the school office phone is available 24 hours a day to report an absence.  841-

8733 press 1. Calls prior to 9:00am are encouraged and appreciated.   

 A call is needed EACH DAY a student is absent.   

 For your child’s safety, if we have not heard from you, we will call and verify the absence 

either through the automated system or through a call from our office personnel.  

 If your child will be gone for an extended period of time, please fill out a “Planned 

Absences” as soon as possible. These forms are available in the office.   

 State law also requires a written note to be sent on returning to school from the parent or 

guardian of the child.   

 

ILLNESS 

According to the Tacoma/Pierce County Health Department, it is recommended to keep children 

home from school if he or she has: 
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 A fever: Temperature over 100 degrees F. along with behavior changes or other signs 

and symptoms of illness such as sore throat, rash, vomiting, diarrhea, earache, or 

irritability.   

 Vomiting: 2 or more times within 24 hours 

 Diarrhea: 3 or more watery stools within 24 hours. 

 An open or oozing sore:  Unless it is properly covered with a bandage that will not 

leak wound drainage while at school.   

Please contact our school office if you have questions.   

TAKING MEDICATIONS AT SCHOOL 
*All medication (both prescription and non-prescription) MUST be brought to the school office. 

*Bring a medical release signed by both the doctor and a parent if you need to take medication at 

school.  (Forms are available in the office or from your doctor.) Bring all medication in the original 

container, stating the child’s name, doctor’s name, medication name and dosage. 

Late arrivals / Tardies 
Being late for school not only causes disruption on the office and classroom but also means the 

students miss out on important morning announcements and their teachers’ instructional time. 

Parents are encouraged to schedule their child’s appointments during NON-SCHOOL HOURS or 

during Monday late arrival times.  Students who arrive at school late for any reason must report to 

the office and receive a tardy pass to class. Please send a note accompanying your child to the office 

when tardy.  

 

Early Release from School:  If a situation arises whereby it is necessary to take your child out of 

school during the school day, please come to the school office to sign out the student.  If you're 

sending someone to pick up the child, please send a note with your signature and make sure they 

are listed on your child's enrollment card.  If at all possible, please set appointments before or after 

school.  When students leave for appointments, they are missing valuable learning time.   

 

If your child needs to be released early from school, please do not forget to send a note to the office 

that morning letting us know the reason and what time you will be here.  This allows the student 

and staff to be prepared with all supplies and homework your child will need so that your 

departure will not be delayed.  Please do not call us and ask to have your child waiting in the 

office when you get here.  As a part of our school safety procedures, we only release students 

after you have arrived with identification and signed them out.    
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Our pick up policy is such that we will not release students between 2:30-2:56, except for extreme 

emergencies.  Please plan ahead for this situation.  The teachers are giving last minute instruction 

and want to make sure that every child has the opportunity to ask questions or receive help if 

needed.  Following these procedures will expedite your child’s release.  Thank you for your 

attention and understanding with this important matter. 

 

ARRIVING AND LEAVING SCHOOL 

School Phone Use 
Permission to call home about visiting a friend after school will not be granted. Students will NOT 

be called to the phone from class.  All plans should be made before your child comes to school. 

Interrupting classes to give students last minute phone messages disrupts the learning 

environment.  

 

If you are riding the bus 

*Arrive at the bus stop at least five minutes before the bus arrives. 

*Board the bus in a quiet, orderly manner. 

*In order to avoid accidents, students need to remain in the same seat throughout the trip. 

*Please use your “inside voice” and always treat others on the bus with respect and kindness. 

*Students should bring a note from a parent to be sent to the office for a bus pass, signed by the 

office if he/she intends to ride the bus to a friend’s house after school. 

*It is against the law to throw rocks, snowballs or other objects at a school bus. 

 

If you go to the loop. 

*Use only planned safe walking routes when coming to or going to the loop.   

*Wait quietly and in your assigned area for direction from the supervisors. 

*Your ride will pull up and the supervisor will advise you to get into your car. 

*If you are walking home, use the designated walking path across the Ballou field.  To keep you 

safe, you should avoid walking behind vehicles at the loop area.   
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Daycare 
*Use only planned safe walking routes when coming to or going to the loop.   

*Wait quietly and in your assigned area for direction from the supervisors. 

*Your ride will pull up and the supervisor will advise you to get into your car. 

 

 

Meal information 
 

 

 BREAKFAST PRICES 
No charge for reduced or free breakfast 

$2.45 for regular priced breakfast 

 

Beginning your school day 
*Breakfast is served at 8:20am. –go to the breakfast line 

*If you are not eating breakfast at school, please go directly to your class or to playground 

start.  Your teacher will communicate which of these your class will be for the year. 

*Walk quietly through the hallway, sidewalks and in the playshed. 

* A warning bell will ring at 8:30 am, signaling to begin to get to class. 

* When the bell rings, at 8:36 am, class begins. 

 

 LUNCH PRICES 
$3.20 per day                          

K-6 reduced lunch is 40 cents 

Milk is 65 cents if you are buying milk without a lunch. 

 

Forgotten lunch money. Because there is a real concern for student welfare, schools are 

provided an inventory of high-grain granola bars and milk to be used as a snack alternative 

so that no students are left hungry in case they forget to bring a lunch or lunch money. The 

granola bar and milk will hold the students over until school's out and they can get lunch 

at home.   
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The Firgrove PTA has a limited budget for ‘borrowing’ in case of lunch emergencies.  

Please do not depend on this to be available.  However, if your student receives a notice 

that they have borrowed money from PTA for lunch, please be sure to pay that back as 

soon as you are able so that we can continue to provide this courtesy to others in that rare 

emergency situation. 

 

Applying for Free and Reduced Lunch 

Now that all of the applications are managed electronically, the process is truly confidential 

on which students received free and/or reduced lunch.  However, qualifying for this 

service, EVEN IF YOU NEVER USE IT, greatly helps our school.   At certain percentages of 

free and reduced lunch, we increase our funding, and opportunity to apply for grants for 

snacks, field trips, and things such as library enhancements.  We also have benefited in the 

past by being one of the first schools in Puyallup to receive full day kindergarten.   

National Board Certified Teachers receive an extra stipend for working at schools with 

high needs.   Please consider applying online, even if you feel that you may not qualify.   It 

might be VERY beneficial to our school! 

 

Free and Reduced Lunch Applications: 

 
Apply for the meal program on-line at EZMealApp.com, beginning July 1, 2014.  Save a tree and your time!  Get your 

approval before school starts! Benefits are: 

 

 More immediate response time  

 Electronic communication  

 Printable confirmation letter so you can easily apply to school programs that require this information.  

 No lines  

 
Parents will need to create a new account with EZSchoolPay.com to continue to make online payments to student's meal 

accounts. 

  

EZMealAPP.com online service provides families quicker access, clearer instruction, and reduces processing time for 

those needing to obtain free/reduced price meal benefits.  The online EZMealApp.com application is available in multiple 

languages and can be accessed at any time of the day or night. A downloadable cell phone application is available for 

those who have access to those tools.  The online application process walks parents through a quick, step by step 

application process, prompting them for the necessary information.  All personal information is encrypted and secured 

via PCl compliant software.  The application process also provides parents/guardians with an option to set up a free email 

address (if one is not currently set-up), in order to facilitate a faster notification back to parents/guardians once their 

application has been processed. 

 To sign up for the service, go to the EZMealAPP.com icon.   When the EZ Meal App.com page opens, follow the 

registration directions. 

https://ezmealapp.com/ApplicationScreen.aspx?
https://www.ezschoolpay.com/Login.aspx
https://ezmealapp.com/ApplicationScreen.aspx?
https://ezmealapp.com/ApplicationScreen.aspx?
https://ezmealapp.com/ApplicationScreen.aspx?
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 Pay for meals online 
The meal program is automated.  You can pay online at www.EZSchoolPay.com . There is 

no minimum or maximum amount to pay ahead for meals.  You will be notified when your 

child’s account runs low.  You will need your child’s ID number.  This is the same number 

that your student has printed on their report card, and uses for Accelerated Reader and 

Imagine Learning.  Due to confidentiality, you will need to request this in writing or in 

person from the school office or teacher.  This ID number does not change from year to 

year. We are unable to give this information over the phone NOTE: Uploading money to your 

child’s account takes 24 hours to register in the system.  It does not take affect the same day. 

 

DRESS CODE 
 

School Dress: School Board Policy requires students "to observe modesty, appropriateness, and 

neatness in clothing and personal appearance."  Students are not appropriately dressed if their 

appearance causes a disruptive influence either to themselves or to others.  Students are not 

allowed to wear clothing or other items that are lewd, profane, or that advertise alcohol, tobacco, 

and/or illegal drugs.   

 

Hats and caps will be worn outside ONLY.  While shorts are OK to wear (hem must extend beyond 

fingertips when arms hanging at side) and may be quite practical on hot days, "short-shorts", shirts 

exposing bare stomachs, halter tops, tank tops, sagging pants, disconnected straps on overalls, 

over-sized coats, bandannas, scarves, and very tight spandex shorts are examples of clothing that 

are not appropriate.  Please be aware of what your child is wearing to school and help us avoid 

problems. If a student wears something that is inappropriate for school, which disrupts the 

learning process, then their parents will be contacted to help find a solution. If possible, the parent 

may come up to school to deliver clothes or there are some extra clothes at school that may be used 

as a replacement if the parent is unavailable.  

 

Grades K-3 students should please carry a change of clothes inside their backpacks in case of 

emergency or accident.  Please make sure that these clothes get replaced/cleaned after use. 

 

Student Accident Insurance:   Each fall brochures are sent home informing parents of an 

inexpensive insurance plan which provides medical coverage in the event of bodily or 

dental injury to their child.  We urge you to carefully consider this insurance for your child, 

particularly if you do not have other medical/dental insurance. 

 

http://www.ezschoolpay.com/
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Report Cards/Conferencing:   There are three academic reporting periods during the 

school year.  These periods end in December, March, and June.  Student conferences are 

scheduled for all students in October and again in March by request.  Parents, of course, 

may request a conference with their child's teacher at any time throughout the school year.  

Likewise, teachers may request a conference whenever they feel it is in the child's interest 

to do so.  We urge parents to call for an appointment or to send a note anytime there are 

concerns.   

 

Homework Policy:  Every grade level teacher encourages after-school and evening time set 

aside for minutes of reading, spelling, math, and/or special projects.  National PTA 

recommends an average of 10 minutes/grade level/day (ex.  3rd grade = 30 minutes per day) 

to work on homework.  Reading is a life skill that you practice every day in application.   

You can practice reading by reading signs, directions, recipes, magazines, as well as books 

that you have at home or from the library.  Homework should be relevant.  Home reading 

practice, math games, student-initiated projects, are all really good examples of relevant 

homework.  Homework is intended to be practice of skills that have been already taught.  If 

your child is struggling to complete their homework because understanding is not secure, 

please communicate with your child’s teacher as soon as you can.  It is not our intention to 

create family conflict or power struggles over homework. 

 

Parents taking vacations during the school year that are a week or more in duration often 

request paper homework for their children.  While it is important for students to be current 

with their homework, it is difficult to provide relevant work without proper instruction 

and direction from the teacher.  Homework is not the same as instruction.  Homework is 

extra practice of already secured skills.  From the school's and teacher's perspective, the 

instruction that the child receives while in attendance in the classroom is most important.  

When the child returns, any makeup work arrangements should be made with the teacher 

to fill gaps that may have occurred.  Requests for homework for students who are absent 

due to illness or emergencies will be available the day after the request is made.  When 

schoolwork/homework is lost by the student, the teacher may choose not to replace that 

item and allow the student to problem-solve another solution. 

  

BRIDGES Math/Home Connections are problem-solving home activities that may have 

more than one answer possible.  The emphasis should be on possible solutions rather than 

absolute solutions.  Please also continue to work on regular math facts memorization and 

practice. 

 

Pets:   Pets are never to be brought to school without permission from the office, and they 

are not allowed on the school bus under any circumstances. Parents also need to be sure 

that the family dog is secured at home so that it cannot follow your child to school.  Even 

the gentlest dog can be a hazard on a playground full of children because in such an 
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exciting atmosphere dogs may chase, nip, or scratch children. If a dog comes onto the 

school grounds while the children are there, the adults on duty will attempt to chase the 

dog away.  If the dog will not leave, the custodian or principal will catch the dog and call 

the Humane Society.   

 

Voter Registration:   A voter registration service is provided at Firgrove in our school 

office.  Any citizen 18 years of age or older may register to vote.  Citizens will be able to 

register to vote by simply filling out a registration card and mailing it.   

 

Registering Students for Kindergarten:  We begin to register kindergarten students during 

the month of May for the next school year.  Students must be 5 years old before September 

1st and have their immunizations up-to-date by the first day of school.  Parents must also 

show a birth certificate and proof of residency at the time of registration.  All registering 

kindergarteners must have 2 chicken pox (Varicella) vaccines before enrolling in school.  

Firgrove Elementary currently offers a free all-day kindergarten program. 

 

Fifth Grade MMR Booster:  All 5th graders will need a second MMR (measles, mumps, 

rubella) booster before they enter 6th grade. 

 

Preschool:  Puyallup School District offers some preschool programs for four year old 

children who have been screened and identified as needing some additional supports.  If 

you think your preschooler/toddler could benefit from these programs, please call 841-

8700, and ask for Child Find information.  We have one preschool classroom currently 

housed at Firgrove Elementary. 

VISITORS 
Parents are welcome in our classrooms.  In order to minimize classroom interruptions of the 

teacher, however, we ask that you make arrangements before your visit with your student’s 

teacher or through the school office.  On the day of your visit, please stop by the office to notify us 

of your arrival.  All visitors must check in with the office, sign the Visitor’s Log and get a visitors 

badge before proceeding to the classroom. Classroom volunteers and visitors will need to fill out 

online Volunteer application (good for two years) in order to help in the classroom or on field trips.  

This helps us provide a safe and productive learning environment for all students and staff. 

Visit our PSD website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us, click on “Community”, then on “Volunteer 

Services, then “Online Volunteer Application” and follow the prompts. 

 

On occasion parents stop by to drop off a lunch or homework to their student.  We ask you to leave 

these in the office and we will see that they receive it.  If a parent has an emergency situation and 

needs to speak to their child, we ask you to stop in the office, and receive a name tag that identifies 

you as having permission to be in the hallways. 

http://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/
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Field Trips 
We frequently need parent volunteers for classroom field trips.  Please make sure you have a 

current, approved volunteer form on file.  New forms are required to be filled out every two years.  

Please allow two weeks for processing these forms to ensure that you are cleared.  If you are asked 

to supervise students and are not comfortable, please make sure to let the teacher know right away 

to prevent any student emergencies.  Every effort will be made to allow all students to attend field 

trips.  Students that are not allowed to attend a field trip for discipline/behavioral concerns will not 

be refunded any admissions paid. 

 

Fines 
Students with outstanding fines for lost or damaged school materials could potentially be restricted 

from attending field trips or participate in extracurricular activities.  You may pay for outstanding 

fines through the school office manager, LouAnn Tamer. 

 

Closed Campus:  

Once students arrive to school, regardless of their mode of transportation or time of arrival, they 

will not be permitted to leave the school grounds until dismissal for any reason, unless a parent or 

guardian has signed them out of school in the office.   

 

 

WEBSITE, FACEBOOK and NEWS 
Our Firgrove website is updated often with the most current and accurate information.  

http://fir.puyallup.k12.wa.us/pages/Firgrove_Elementary  In the September edition, you will be 

asked to return a form if you wish to continue to receive a printed copy.  If we do not hear from 

you, we will assume that you have electronic access to this communication.   

 

   5th & 6th grade Band and Orchestra 

The band program is available only to the 5th and 6th grade students. The orchestra and band 

instructional periods are scheduled before school at Ballou Junior High & Stahl Junior High. 

Instruments are not provided but are for sale or rent at local music stores. 
 

http://fir.puyallup.k12.wa.us/pages/Firgrove_Elementary
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PTA – Parent Teacher Association  
We encourage staff and parents to join Firgrove PTA. Our PTA provides our students with 

playground equipment, assemblies, field trip transportation, dances, Hawk Shop, our annual 

Auction and many other fun family events. There are three General Membership meetings in 2015-

16.  We encourage you to attend and share your opinions regarding our school and PTA direction.  

 
 

Lost & Found 

Please mark your child’s clothing and lunch boxes with their name. All unmarked clothing, 

backpacks and lunchboxes found at school are taken to the Lost & Found box located outside of the 

west entrance to the gym.  All small items such as keys, glasses and jewelry are kept in the office. 

Unclaimed clothing will be donated if not claimed throughout the year. Please check the Lost & 

Found and the office for lost items as soon as possible. We are not responsible for lost or stolen 

items. 
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Birthdays at School:    

Occasionally students want to bring invitations to school inviting some of their friends to birthday 

parties or other private events in their homes.  We discourage the distribution of such invitations at 

school because they often result in hurt feelings for those not invited. Please help your child find a 

way to distribute such invitations other than passing them out during class time.   

 

If you would like to celebrate your child’s birthday with their 

classroom, we ask that whenever possible, you donate a favorite 

book or rainy day game rather than provide sweet treats.  We are 

working hard to fight childhood obesity and have many food 

allergies throughout the classrooms. 
 
Toys at School - (Including radios, tape recorders, video games, trading cards, scooters, 

skateboards, and heelies, etc.) are to remain at home to prevent theft, borrowing, and trading.   

 

Cell Phones:  It is strongly advised to leave cell phones at home to avoid theft.  If a student must 

carry a cell phone, they will need to store the phone out of sight.  Students may only use a cell 

phone outside of instructional times.  Staff members who notice that the cell phone is distracting 

students from their learning focus, may confiscate the phone until the end of the day or when a 

parent is able to pick it up. 

 
Weapons & Instruments:  Regulation 5200.2.8 states that "A student shall not knowingly possess, 

handle, or transmit any object that can reasonably be considered a weapon or instrument that may 

create a danger to self or others, or cause a disruption of the learning environment."  Consequences 

can be:  School discipline, short-term or long-term suspension, Referral to the Pierce County Sheriff, 

or Expulsion.  The possession of firearms on school property will result in a one year mandatory 

expulsion, subject to appeal with notification to parents and law enforcement. 

 

Special programs and services 
A combination of the following specialists and special programs are available to assist in 

assessment and to help meet individual needs:  

 Speech and Language Pathologist 

 Counselor 

 Nurse 

 Occupational/Physical Therapists 

 Psychologist 

 Special Education Program 

 ELL (English Language Learning) classes 

 School Wide Title 1 Program 
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Emergency Preparedness:  The staff at Firgrove has established and practiced a plan to deal with 

emergency situations such as earthquakes or evacuations.  Every family is asked to fill out an 

emergency information form on each child at Firgrove.  These forms are kept in a separate and 

accessible location to be taken out of the building if we have to evacuate.  We cannot stress too 

strongly how important it is to have the information about your child up-to-date.  These forms 

identify who may pick up your child from school if you are not available.  Children are also asked 

to supply an earthquake kit for their classroom.  The kit is described on the yearly School Supplies 

List. 

 

EMERGENCY WEATHER CONDITIONS 

 

Occasionally, weather conditions do not permit normal operation of the school schedule.  A 

separate flyer will be sent home in November listing the radio and TV stations that would carry 

announcements about school closures, later starting times, etc.  Remember, we are Puyallup 

School District. 

 

Although very unlikely, it is possible that some type of extraordinary weather or other emergency 

at the school would force us to send the students home earlier than normal.  BE SAFE and develop 

a plan so that your child would know what to do if he/she was sent home early with no adult at 

home.  Do you have a neighbor who could help? 

 

 

LATE START MONDAYS, EARLY RELEASE TIMES  

AND NO SCHOOL DAYS 
Students will have late start Mondays every Monday.  School begins at 9:35 am on 

Mondays to allow for teachers and staff to collaborate around student learning. 

 

All early release days for conferences, report card work, and holidays will be dismissed at 

12:26, with the exception of: 

Sept 16th- Fair Day – 11:41 dismissal –no lunches served 

June 19th – Last day of school – 11:41 dismissal – no lunches served 

 

There will be NO SCHOOL on the following days so that teachers may participate in staff 

development: 

October 8th and 19th, February 17th, April 15th  

 

Please see the District 2015-2016 calendar for additional information regarding vacations 

and snow make up days. 
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STUDENT DISCIPLINE POLICY 
 

A School Wide Program:   We believe every student can be successful.  Discipline is not 

punishment.  It is training for making appropriate, positive choices in life.  Management is 

a shared responsibility involving parents and all school personnel. 

 

One of the most important lessons education should teach is self-discipline.  While it will 

not appear as a subject, it underlies the whole educational structure.  It is the training that 

develops self-control, character, orderliness, and efficiency.  It is the key to good conduct 

and proper consideration for other people. 

 

Students are reminded that they must adhere to a code of good behavior not only for their 

own benefit, but for the benefit of others as well.   General consequences and procedures 

are followed for typical behavioral issues.  However, as the frequency, intensity, and 

individual behavioral needs become more apparent, the response must also change to 

influence those behaviors.  Therefore, there may be times that teacher and administrative 

response to behavioral challenges are individualized to produce the desired learning 

experience for the student.  Fair does not mean the same consequences for all students. 

 

General Expectations:  We believe all students can behave appropriately at Firgrove 

Elementary.  Clear expectations for all areas of the building have been shared and defined 

for students. Positive behavior will be encouraged and recognized.  When difficulties arise, 

the staff will help students resolve problems in dignified, constructive ways.  Corrections 

and/or restitution are used to help students make better choices in the future. 

 

FIRGROVE ELEMENTARY CREED 
1. I am Respectful. 

2. I am Honest. 

3. I am Responsible. 

4. I am Safe. 

 
FIRGROVE RULES AGAINST BULLYING 

1. We will not bully others. 

2. I will get help for students who are bullied. 

3. We will include students who are left out. 

4. If I am bullied, I will tell an adult at school and at home. 

       5.  If I know someone is being bullied, I will tell an adult at school and at home. 

 
Students that demonstrate these expectations receive positive recognition, positive rewards and 

responsibilities to promote their excellent behavior. These include verbal praise, individual celebrations, ICU 

notes, Good News notes, and Student of the Month awards. For more details on student discipline, refer to 

School’s Discipline Policy and Students’ Rights and Responsibilities.  
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FIRGROVE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

SCHOOL WIDE EXPECTATIONS 
 

Firgrove Creed I will be safe. I will be respectful and honest. I will be responsible. 

Bus  Look to bus driver before 

crossing the street. 

 Remain seated 

 Keep my hands, feet and 

objects to myself. 

 Follow adult directions the first 

time they are given. 

 Use a quiet voice. 

 Wait my turn. 

 Respond honestly when asked a 

question. 

 

 Eat or drink later, not on the 

bus. 

 Walk straight to my 

destination. 

 Make alternative arrangements 

for after school the day before 

the change is needed. 

 Accept responsibility for my 

actions, both good and bad. 

Hallways  Walk, facing forward in line. 

 Stay to the right 

 Watching to stay out of 

yellow boxes for door safety. 

 Keep my hands, feet and 

objects to myself 

 Walk quietly in own space. 

 Respect the property of others. 

 Follow adult directions the first 

time they are given. 

 Stay in line. 

 Respond honestly when asked a 

question. 

 Go straight to my destination. 

 Carry a hall pass if not with an 

adult. 

 Accept responsibility for my 

actions, both good and bad. 

 

Lunch in Classroom 

and Gym 
 Only eat my food. 

 Remain seated. 

 Keep my hands, feet, and 

objects to myself. 

 Raise my hand to be 

dismissed to dump my tray 

in the gym 

 

 Use a quiet voice 

 Follow adult directions the first 

time they are given. 

 Help clean up 

 Respond honestly when asked a 

question. 

 Eat your lunch appropriately. 

 Accept responsibility for my 

actions, both good and bad. 

 

 

Classroom  Keep my hands, feet, and 

objects to myself. 

 Use materials and furniture 

safely. 

 Use materials and furniture 

for their intended purpose. 

 

 Follow adult directions the first 

time they are given. 

 Honor others’ space 

 Be positive and encourage 

others 

 Respond honestly when asked a 

question. 

 Ask for help when needed. 

 Complete quality work on time 

 Take care of the materials 

 Accept responsibility for my 

actions, both good and bad. 

 

Restroom  Use soap to wash hands 

 Keep bathroom area clean 

and dry. 

 Keep hands, feet and objects 

to myself. 

 

 Use a quiet voice 

 Wait my turn 

 Follow adult directions the first 

time they are given. 

 Respond honestly when asked a 

question. 

 

 Use bathroom materials and 

equipment for their purpose  

 Report any problems to an 

adult 

 Go, flush, wash, leave 

 Accept responsibility for my 

actions, both good and bad. 

Playground  Use equipment safely and 

take turns. 

 Keep my hands, feet, and 

objects to myself 

 Freeze when the bell rings 

 Walk to line at signal. 

 Follow adult directions the first 

time they are given. 

 Honor others’ space 

 Use acceptable language 

 Include others 

 Solve problems appropriately 

 Respond honestly when asked a 

question. 

 Take care of the equipment 

 Follow game rules 

 Accept responsibility for my 

actions, both good and bad. 

 

Assemblies  Remain seated. 

 Keep my hands, feet and 

objects to myself 

 

 Honor others’ space 

 Follow adult directions the first 

time they are given. 

 Listen attentively (SLANT) 

 Respond honestly when asked a 

question. 

 Clap when appropriate 

 Participate appropriately 

 Accept responsibility for my 

actions, both good and bad. 

 Keep my body, hands and feet 

in my personal space. 

 

Traveling to and from 

school 
 Walk safely 

 Use crosswalk with crossing 

guard 

 Speak only to people I know 

 If walking home, use the 

walking path across the field. 

 Use kind language 

 Respect the property of others 

 Respond honestly when asked a 

question. 

 

 Keep my belongings with me 

 Help other children when 

needed. 

 Go straight to my destination 

 Accept responsibility for my 

actions, both good and bad. 
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Learning Opportunities:  At Firgrove Elementary, students are expected to know and live the 

Hawk Creed.  Firgrove staff will use the following 3-level system (mild-moderate, serious or 

chronic, severe) for responding to student misbehavior. 

 

Level 1  (Mild-Moderate) Infractions: 

Minor misbehaviors that can be adequately corrected at the time they occur, and which do not 

require an incident report, but may require some documentation such as classroom or playground 

log.  Any adult in the Firgrove community can correct these, and has a responsibility to correct 

these.   

 

Level 2 (Serious or Chronic Infractions) 

Misbehaviors that, while not requiring immediate office involvement, do require an incident report 

for documentation because: 

 The reporting staff member has assigned a school-wide correction that involves other staff 

members  

 The reporting staff member wants/needs administrative input on the incident  

 The reporting staff member feels the office should be aware and/or have a record of the 

situation (i.e. a Level 1 misbehavior is becoming chronic) 

 Parent contact is frequently made for Level 2 behaviors so that you may assist us in 

reinforcing the behavior expectations of our school.  Parent contact may take the form of a phone 

call, electronic communication, note home, or by sending home a Behavior Reflections form filled 

out by your child.  Should a Level 2 incident occur, please take the opportunity to review our 

school wide expectations chart, sign the Behavior Improvement form, and return the form to school 

with your child.  

 In addition, a pattern of Level 2 behaviors may indicate that your child needs greater 

support from our school personnel.  You may be asked to participate in a team meeting to help 

generate ideas that would assist your child in making good choices. 

 

Level 3 (Severe/Dangerous) 

These infractions will require immediate office involvement and written documentation. 

The specific misbehaviors considered Level 3 (severe) infractions include: 

 Illegal acts-  Acts that involve breaking of a state or federal law such as weapons, drugs, or 

assault. 

 Physically dangerous acts- Acts that pose a threat to physical safety 

Any physically dangerous act may be considered a Level 3 infraction, however not 

all potentially dangerous acts have to be reported as Level 3 infractions---it is 

impacted by the observing staff member’s investigation of the situation 

 Acts of extreme defiance- Acts in which a student engages in overt and immediate refusal to 

comply with a reasonable adult direction. 

 

Final Thoughts:  We expect parent cooperation and support while working with your child to meet 

these expectations. You can expect us to be fair, consistent and to communicate openly with you.  

We welcome your comments and concerns; feel free to contact your child’s teacher or the principal 

at any time. 


